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(57) ABSTRACT

A handheld electronic device and a remote control method are
provided. The handheld electronic device comprises a display
unit, an electronic compass and a processing unit. The refer-
ence locations are correlated with the controlled device. The
processing unit constructs the coordinate system and calcu-
lates the reference location coordinates for the reference loca-
tions in the coordinate system. After the coordinate system is
constructed, the electronic compass measures the current
direction information directed towards the controlled device
to be remote controlled from a current location. The process-
ing unit controls the display unit to display a control interface
of the controlled device to be remote controlled. The elec-
tronic compass measures origin direction information
directed towards at least two reference locations from an
origin location and measures move direction information
directed towards the reference locations from a move loca-
tion.

18 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets

measure origin direction information directed towards
the reference locations from an origin location
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measure the move direction information directed
towards the reference locations from a move location

construct a coordinate system according to the
origin location, the move location, origin direction
information and move direction information and
calculate the reference location coordinates for the
reference locations in the coordinate system

measure current direction information directed
towards the controlled device to be remote controlled
from a current location according to the coordinate
system, the reference location coordinates and current
direction information, and display a control interface of
the controlled device to be remate controlled
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1
HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND
REMOTE CONTROL METHOD

This application claims the benefit of Taiwan application
Serial No. 100143811, filed Nov. 29, 2011, the subject matter
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates in general to an electronic device, and
more particularly to a handheld electronic device used at the
indoor and a remote control method.

2. Description of the Related Art

To further increase the convenience of use, more and more
home appliances are operated via remote controllers.
Through the use of remote controllers, the operations of the
home appliances are made more convenient, and the disposi-
tions of the home appliances become more flexible, and there
is no need to worry about the problems of manual operation.
Meanwhile, each home appliance is equipped with respective
remote controller to avoid the mutual interference between
different remote controllers. However, the user not only has to
carry several remote controllers but also has to remember
plenty of corresponding function operations for different
devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to a handheld electronic device
and the remote control method. When the user points a con-
trolled device with a handheld electronic device at the indoor,
a control interface of the controlled device to be remote
controlled is displayed correspondingly.

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
handheld electronic device is provided. The handheld elec-
tronic device comprises a display unit, an electronic compass
and a processing unit. The electronic compass measures the
origin direction information directed towards at least two
reference locations from an origin location and measures the
move direction information directed towards the reference
locations from a move location. The reference locations are
correlated with the controlled device. The processing unit
couples with the electronic compass and the display unit. The
processing unit, according to the origin location, the move
location, the origin direction information and the move direc-
tion information, constructs the coordinate system and calcu-
lates the reference location coordinates for the reference loca-
tions in the coordinate system. After the coordinate system is
constructed, the electronic compass measures the current
direction information directed towards the controlled device
to be remote controlled from a current location. The process-
ing unit controls the display unit to display a control interface
of the controlled device to be remote controlled according to
the coordinate system, the reference location coordinates and
the current direction information.

According to one alternate embodiment of the present
invention, a remote control method. The remote control
method is for use in a handheld electronic device. The hand-
held electronic device comprises a display unit and an elec-
tronic compass. The remote control method comprises the
following steps. The origin direction information directed
towards at least two reference locations from an origin loca-
tion is measured by an electronic compass. The move direc-
tion information directed towards the reference locations
from a move location is measured by the electronic compass.
According to the origin location, the move location, the origin
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direction information and the move direction information, a
coordinate system is constructed and the reference location
coordinates for the reference locations in the coordinate sys-
tem are calculated. After the coordinate system is con-
structed, the current direction information directed towards
the controlled device to be remote controlled from a current
location is measured by the electronic compass according to
the coordinate system, the reference location coordinates and
the current direction information, and a control interface of
the controlled device to be remote controlled is displayed.

The above and other aspects of the invention will become
better understood with regard to the following detailed
description of the preferred but non-limiting embodiment(s).
The following description is made with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a handheld electronic
device;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a remote control method;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing a handheld elec-
tronic device at an origin location;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing a handheld elec-
tronic device moved to a move location from the origin loca-
tion;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing a room list;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an indoor layout
and inputting a current related location;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a control interface;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing a handheld elec-
tronic device at a current location;

FIG. 9 is a detailed flowchart of step 24 of remote control
method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. 3, FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. FIG.
1 is a block diagram showing a handheld electronic device.
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a remote control method. FIG. 3 is a
schematic diagram showing a handheld electronic device at
an origin location. FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing a
handheld electronic device moved to a move location from
the origin location. The handheld electronic device 1 com-
prises an electronic compass 11, a processing unit 12, a dis-
play unit 13 and an input unit 14. The handheld electronic
device 1 is such as a mobile phone or a tablet PC. The display
unit 13 and the input unit 14 are, for example, integrated as a
touch screen. The processing unit 12 couples with the elec-
tronic compass 11, the display unit 13 and the input unit 14.
When the user holding the handheld electronic device 1 enters
an indoor room such as a bedroom, a lounge or an office, the
remote control method, applicable to the handheld electronic
device 1, comprises the following steps.

Firstly, as shown in step 21, these origin direction informa-
tion ¢p1~¢3 directed towards the controlled devices 31~33
from the origin location U0 are measured by the electronic
compass 11. The controlled devices 31~33 are correlated with
reference locations exemplified by the actual locations of the
controlled devices 31~33 in the present embodiment of the
invention. The aforementioned controlled devices 31~33 are
home appliances such as fans, TVs or air conditioners. These
origin direction information ¢1~¢3 are such as information of
angles. For convenience of elaboration, three controlled
devices are exemplified in the present embodiment of the
invention. However, the invention is not limited to such exem-
plification, and the quantity of the controlled devices may be
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adjusted according to practical application. In addition, when
there is only one controlled device disposed at an indoor
room, one reference location may be the actual location of the
controlled device while the other reference location may be a
particular location of the indoor room. For example, the other
reference location is a wall corner or a door.

Next, as shown in step 22, these move direction informa-
tion ¢'~¢' directed towards the reference locations from the
move location U1 are measured by the electronic compass 11.
These move direction information ¢p1'~¢' are such as infor-
mation of angles. Furthermore, after the user holding the
handheld electronic device 1 makes one stride forward, the
current location of the handheld electronic device 1 changes
to the move location Ul from the origin location U0. The
processing unit 12 defines the distance between the origin
location U0 and the move location U1 as a unit length of the
coordinate system. In other words, the unit length of the
coordinate system is the length of one stride made by the user.
Thus, the origin location and the move location respectively
correspond to the origin coordinate (0,0) and the coordinate
(0,1) of the coordinate system.

Then, as shown in step 23, the processing unit 23, accord-
ing to the origin location U0, the move location U1, origin
direction information ¢1~¢3 and the move direction informa-
tion $1'~¢3', constructs the coordinate system and calculates
the reference location coordinates for the reference locations
in the coordinate system. The equation of a straight line may
be obtained from the slope of the straight line and any point
passing through the straight line. Besides, any two non-par-
allel straight lines will intersect at one point. The slope of the
straight line may be obtained from the origin direction infor-
mation and the move direction information measured by the
aforementioned electronic compass 11 for determining the
reference location coordinates of the controlled devices
31~33 in the coordinate system.

After the system coordinates and the reference location
coordinates in the coordinate system are constructed accord-
ing to the steps 21~23, when the user uses the handheld
electronic device 1 for remote-controlling the controlled
device 31, the controlled device 32 or the controlled device
33, the handheld electronic device 1 determines the con-
trolled device to be remote controlled by the user according to
the electronic compass 11, the coordinate system and the
reference location coordinates.

Then, as shown in step 24, the current direction informa-
tion directed towards the controlled device to be remote con-
trolled from a current location is measured by the electronic
compass 11 according to the coordinate system, the reference
location coordinates and the current direction information,
and the display unit 13 is controlled by the processing unit 12
to display a control interface of the controlled device to be
remote controlled.

Referring to FIG. 5, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, FIG. 8 and F1G. 9. FIG.
5 is a schematic diagram showing a room list. FIG. 6 is a
schematic diagram showing an indoor layout and inputting a
current related location. FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram show-
ing a control interface. FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing
a handheld electronic device at a current location. FIG. 9 is a
detailed flowchart of step 24 of remote control method. The
step 24 further comprises steps 241~245. As shown in step
241, an indoor layout of the user’s current environment is
displayed by the display unit 13. The indoor layout illustrated
in FIG. 6 is exemplified as being rectangular. However, the
invention is not limited to such exemplification, and the
indoor layout may be irregular. Furthermore, the display unit
13 may display the room list illustrated in FIG. 5. The room
list comprises a plurality of options such as a lounge or an
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office. After the user selects room list option via the input
device 14, the display unit 13 displays the indoor layout of the
user’s current environment as illustrated in FIG. 6.

On the indoor layout, the user may click on the current
related location U' roughly within the indoor layout. In
response to the indoor layout, the input unit 14 receives the
current related location U' related to the current location. The
current related location U' inputted by the user may be differ-
ent from the actual current location U.

Then, as shown in step 243, these candidate direction infor-
mation §zr;, ¢zr0, and ¢ that are directed towards the
reference location coordinates P1, P2 and P3 from the current
related location U' are calculated by the processing unit 12.

Then, as shown in step 244, the candidate direction infor-
mation ¢, closest to the current direction information ¢,
is selected by the processing unit 12 for controlling the dis-
play unit 13 to display a control interface of the controlled
device to be remote controlled. For example, the reference
location coordinates of the aforementioned controlled
devices 31~33 in the coordinate system are respectively des-
ignated by P1~P3. The candidate direction information ¢, ,
is closest to the current direction information ¢, . The can-
didate direction information ¢, , is directed towards the ref-
erence location coordinates P1. The reference location coor-
dinate P1 is a reference location coordinate of the controlled
device 31 in the coordinate system. If the controlled device 31
is a TV, then the processing unit 14, according to the candidate
direction information ¢,,,,, controls the display unit 13 to
display a control interface as illustrated in FIG. 7.

While the invention has been described by way of example
and in terms of the preferred embodiment(s), it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited thereto. On the contrary,
it is intended to cover various modifications and similar
arrangements and procedures, and the scope of the appended
claims therefore should be accorded the broadest interpreta-
tion so as to encompass all such modifications and similar
arrangements and procedures.

What is claimed is:

1. A handheld electronic device, comprising:

a display unit;

an electronic compass for measuring a plurality of origin
direction information directed towards a plurality of ref-
erence locations from an origin location, wherein the
reference locations are correlated with the controlled
device, and a plurality of move direction information
directed towards the reference locations from a move
location are measured when moving from the original
location to the move location;

a processing unit coupling with the electronic compass and
the display unit, wherein the processing unit, according
to the origin location, the move location, these origin
direction information and these move direction informa-
tion, constructs a coordinate system and calculates the
reference locations for a plurality of reference location
coordinates in the coordinate system, and after the coor-
dinate system is constructed, the electronic compass
measures a current direction information directed
towards the controlled device to be remote controlled
from a current location, and the processing unit, accord-
ing to the coordinate system, the reference location coor-
dinates and the current direction information, controls
the display unit to display a control interface of the
controlled device to be remote controlled; and

an input unit coupling with the processing unit for receiv-
ing a current-related location related to the current loca-
tion in response to an indoor layout;
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wherein the processing unit calculates a plurality of can-
didate direction information respectively directed
toward the reference location coordinates from the cur-
rent-related location, and selects the candidate direction
information closest to the current direction information
for controlling the display unit to display a control inter-
face of the controlled device to be remote controlled.

2. The handheld electronic device according to claim 1,

wherein, the display unit further displays the indoor layout

of the current environment.

3. The handheld electronic device according to claim 2,
wherein the indoor layout is rectangular.

4. The handheld electronic device according to claim 2,
wherein the indoor layout is irregular.

5. The handheld electronic device according to claim 1,
wherein the distance between the origin location and the
move location is defined as a unit length of the coordinate
system.

6. The handheld electronic device according to claim 5,
wherein the unit length of coordinate system is the length of
one stride made by the user.

7. The handheld electronic device according to claim 1,
wherein the origin location corresponds to the origin coordi-
nates in the coordinate system.

8. The handheld electronic device according to claim 1,
wherein the handheld electronic device is a mobile phone.

9. The handheld electronic device according to claim 1,
wherein the handheld electronic device is a tablet PC.

10. A remote control method for use in a handheld elec-
tronic device, wherein the handheld electronic device com-
prises a display unit and an electronic compass, and the
remote control method comprises:

measuring a plurality of origin direction information

directed towards a plurality of reference locations from
an origin location by the electronic compass, wherein
the reference locations are correlated with the controlled
device;

measuring a plurality of move direction information

directed towards the reference locations from a move
location by the electronic compass when moving from
the original location to the move location;

constructing a coordinate system and calculating a plural-

ity of reference location coordinates for the reference
locations in the coordinate system according to the ori-
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gin location, the move location, these origin direction
information and these move direction information; and

measuring a current direction information directed towards
the controlled device to be remote controlled from a
current location by the electronic compass according to
the coordinate system, the reference location coordi-
nates and the current direction information after the
coordinate system is constructed and displaying a con-
trol interface of the controlled device to be remote con-
trolled;

receiving a current-related location related to the current
location in response to an indoor layout;

calculating a plurality of candidate direction information
respectively directed toward the reference location coor-
dinates from the current-related location; and

selecting the candidate direction information closest to the
current direction information for controlling the display
unit to display a control interface of the controlled
device to be remote controlled.

11. The remote control method according to claim 10,
further comprising:

displaying the indoor layout of the current environment.

12. The remote control method according to claim 11,
wherein the indoor layout is rectangular.

13. The remote control method according to claim 11,
wherein the indoor layout is irregular.

14. The remote control method according to claim 10,
wherein the distance between the origin location and the
move location is defined as a unit length of the coordinate
system.

15. The remote control method according to claim 14,
wherein the unit length of the coordinate system is the length
of one stride made by the user.

16. The remote control method according to claim 10,
wherein the origin location is the origin of the coordinate
system.

17. The remote control method according to claim 10,
wherein the handheld electronic device is a mobile phone.

18. The remote control method according to claim 10,
wherein the handheld electronic device is a tablet PC.
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